2015 HUMANITIES FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

Note:  This exam uses the chronological designations B.C.E. (before the common era) and C.E. (common era). These labels correspond to B.C. (before Christ) and A.D. (anno Domini), which are used in some world history 
Textbooks.

Source has to do with English Documents, Document is for Geography

Directions:  The following question is based on the accompanying Sources A-D and Documents 1-4. (The documents and Sources have been edited for the purpose of this exercise.) Write your answer on the lined pages of the free-response booklet. This question is designed to test your ability to work with and understand historical documents. 
Write an essay that: 

*Has a relevant thesis and supports that thesis with evidence from the documents. 

*Uses all of the documents. 
*Analyzes the documents by grouping them in as many appropriate ways as possible. Does not simply 
 summarize the documents individually. 
*Takes into account the sources of the documents and analyzes the authors’ points of view. 
*Identifies and explains the need for at least one additional type of document. 
You may refer to relevant historical information not mentioned in the documents. 
Using the following documents, examine factors of Italy’s social atmosphere which influenced Dante Allighieri’s depiction of hell in The Inferno during the 13th and 14th centuries.

Thesis - The 13th and 14th century social atmosphere of Italy drove Dante’s thought process and caused him to condemn those he saw as iniquitous to hell, the corruption of the church, the greed of society, and lack of continuity in Italy placed Dante at odds with the world around him.

2015 HUMANITIES FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

SUMMARY: In the sonnet If No Love Is, O God, What Fele I So by Petrarch and accompanying analysis, the student can use this text to show how the society is angled towards deep and abstract thought, much of which is displayed in the Inferno.

despite many archaic wordings and spellings, remains quite readable and even more relevant.  It's a monologue about the pangs of love, and how it manifests itself so really within us.  Petrarch begins by wondering, paraphrased for your convenience, "If there is no love, God, what do I feel?"  Moving on with the assumption that it is love, he wants to know, "what thing and which" is love?  Love is thought of as positive, but Petrarch feels pain from it.  "If love is good, then from where comes my woe?  If it's wicked, why do I find its torments savory, why do I thirst for it?"  It's the question we all ask:  "Why does love hurt if it's good, why do I want it so badly, why can I not live without it?"

Further wondering where love comes from, Petrarch wonders if it comes from within his own brain.  But if it comes from himself, then why does he wail and feel plaintive?  The whole poem is loaded with images of pleasure and pain in opposition, both caused by love.  It's like an irreconcilable quarrel within, seemingly happening without his permission.  But surely he must be letting himself fall in love, he thinks!  "How may you (love) be in me in such quantity but with my consent?"  Assuming he is allowing himself to fall in love, Petrarch then thinks he has no right to complain!  "If I consent, I wrongfully complain, I think!"  He feels passed to and fro, as if a boat caught between two winds.  He feels as if he's dying of cold in the heat, or dying of heat in the cold. 


The best descriptor of love in the poem is this line, "Allas! what is this wondre maladie?" which translated, reads, "Alas!  What is this wondrous malady?"  Love surely is a wondrous malady.  It afflicts us all with tremendous pain, wonderful pleasures, leaves us constantly thirsting for it, and yet it happens despite our wishes, and we have no choice but to allow it.
If no love is, O God, what fele I so? 

    And if love is, what thing and which is he? 

    If love be good, from whennes cometh my woo? 

    If it be wikke, a wonder thynketh me, 

    When every torment and adversite 

    That cometh of hym, may to me savory thinke, 

    For ay thurst I, the more that ich it drynke. 

And if that at myn owen lust I brenne, 

    From whennes cometh my waillynge and my pleynte? 

    If harm agree me, whereto pleyne I thenne? 

    I noot, ne whi unwery that I feynte. 

    O quike deth, O swete harm so queynte, 

    How may of the in me swich quantite, 

    But if that I consente that it be? 

And if that I consente, I wrongfully 

    Compleyne, iwis. Thus possed to and fro, 

    Al sterelees withinne a boot am I 

    Amydde the see, betwixen wyndes two, 

    That in contrarie stonden evere mo. 

    Allas! what is this wondre maladie? 

    For hete of cold, for cold of hete, I dye.
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SUMMARY: The following is an article by Charles Davis, which writes on the lack of reading materials in Florence. Quotes provided could be of particular use in establishing bias within the Italian society.
The availability of classical literature, as distinct from textbooks of grammar or ars dictaminis, is an even obscurer matter. That widespread interest in the classics came late to Florence is indicated by the testimony of the Dominican Giovanni Dominici (ca. 1356-1419), a zealous opponent of the humanistic views of Coluccio Salutati. Dominici complained that the youth of the city were being corrupted by the reading of Ovid and Virgil, and contrasted this sad state of affairs with the good customs of the antichi.

"Education in Dante's Florence" by Charles Davis from Speculum, 1965
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SUMMARY: The below is a letter written by Dante in response to Florentinian policy of allowing exiles to return with a fine and penance, Dante denounces Florence and all men ready to accept a this deal. The student can use this to establish the corruption within society which angered Dante so greatly and motivated his decisions on whom to place in hell.
Is this then the glorious recall of Dante Alighieri to his country, after nearly three lustres of suffering exile? Did an innocence patent to all merit this? This, the perpetual sweat and toil of study? Far from a man, the housemate of philosophy, be so rash and earthen-hearted a humility as to allow himself to be offered up bound, like a schoolboy or a criminal ! Far from a man, the preacher of justice, to pay those who have done him wrong as for a favor ! This is not the way of returning to my country ; but if another can be found that shall not derogate from the fame and honor of Dante, that I will take with no lagging steps. For if by none such Florence may be entered, by me then never ! Can I not everywhere behold the mirrors of the sun and stars? - speculate on sweetest truths under any sky, without first giving myself up inglorious, nay, ignominious, to the populace and city of Florence? Nor shall I want for bread.

“Annual Reports of the Dante Society” by James Russel Lowell 1886
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The following is an excerpt of rules laid down by the Pope to state actions which must be taken to worship god.
The Dictates of the Pope

That the Roman church was founded by God alone. 

That the Roman pontiff alone can with right be called universal. 

That he alone can depose or reinstate bishops. 

That, in a council his legate, even if a lower grade, is above all bishops, and can pass sentence of deposition against them. 

That the pope may depose the absent. 

That, among other things, we ought not to remain in the same house with those excommunicated by him. 

That he alone may use the imperial insignia. 

That of the pope alone all princes shall kiss the feet. 

That his name alone shall be spoken in the churches. 

That this is the only name in the world. 

That it may be permitted to him to depose emperors. 

That he may be permitted to transfer bishops if need be. 

That he has power to ordain a clerk of any church he may wish. 

That he who is ordained by him may preside over another church, but may not hold a subordinate position; and that such a one may not receive a higher grade from any bishop. 

That no synod shall be called a general one without his order. 

That no chapter and no book shall be considered canonical without his authority. 

That a sentence passed by him may be retracted by no one; and that he himself, alone of all, may retract it. 

That he himself may be judged by no one. 

That no one shall dare to condemn one who appeals to the apostolic chair.  

That he may absolve subjects from their fealty to wicked men. 
SUMMARY: Pope Gregory VII lists rules which must be followed by all leaders who wish to be ‘holy’. A response would entail the apparent vice within this supposedly holy institution.
DOC-REF: In Pope Gregory VII’s The Dictates of the Pope, he lays down rules by which all rulers who wish to have the support of Christ must follow. (Doc 1). 

POV: As the Pope, Gregory was threatened by a loss of Papal Primacy and sway over European Monarchs.
http://history.hanover.edu/courses/excerpts/211inv.html
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SUMMARY: In the painting Lamentation, by Giotto, a response could utilize both the sadness of the work, and the christian theme, showing how the Church’s control stretches past politics and into the arts.
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Lamentation, by Giotto
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The following is an excerpt from a journal concerning social restructure in 1224 Florence 

Council gathered, according to custom, at the sound of the bell on March 20th in the palace of the Commune of Florence; at which council there were also present at the wish and command of the said Podestà the consuls of the merchants, bankers, of the Arte della Lana, the priors of the crafts, and also twenty men from every sestiere of the city, in which Council it was said, confirmed, and agreed that twelve men should be elected, two from each sestiere, who ought to have full power and authority over all the consuls who were in office when the tower of Semifonte was destroyed, and over all other greater consuls of the city, and over all court officials, castellans, syndics, procurators, and prefects who have been in office from the time of the said consuls up to the first of last January, and over those who have and hold the new and old walls of the city of Florence, and who keep them, and also over those who have and hold the public squares of the Commune wherever they are and who keep them; and over all and each they should have full and free authority to speak, pronounce, and impose (their commands) for clearing the debt of the Commune of Florence; wherefore we, etc., impose, etc. The greater abbey of Florence, i.e., St. Mary's for 166 fathoms of wall

“The Arte Della Lana & The Government of Florence” by P. Santini

SUMMARY: The council in Florence works to plan how they will clear debt. This results in them choosing an electoral oligarchy. The student can state that totalitarian governments made Dante despise such iniquitous institutions and felt they should be punished in the Inferno.
DOC-REF: In P. Santini’s The Arte Della Lana & The Government of Florence, she shows how the government of Florence operates in a near totalitarian manner. (Doc 2). 

http://legacy.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1224artelana.asp
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The following is an excerpt from a journal concerning social restructure in 1224 Florence 

The Caursines  (or Cahorsins) derived their name from the city of Cahors but the term is usually applied to money-lenders. The real Caursines were capitalist Christian bankers whose clients were the rich and powerful in society. In England their unpopularity was due to their officiating as papal brokers, and to the heavy rates of interest they charged. 
In these days prevailed the horrible nuisance of the Caursines, to such a degree that there was hardly any one in all England, especially among the bishops, who was not caught in their net. Even the king himself was held indebted to them in an incalculable sum of money. For they circumvented the needy in their necessities, cloaking their usury under the show of trade, and pretending not to know that whatever is added to the principal is usury, under whatever name it may be called. 
“The Usury of the Cahorsins” by Matthew Paris

SUMMARY: Matthew Paris scorns the Caursines for usury(interest rates in excess of those which law permits). The Caursines are vilified do to their greed. A response could state how greed was apparent in society, angering Dante.
DOC-REF: In Matthew Paris’s English History, the Cahorsin money lenders are denounced. (Doc 3)
POV: As a monk, Matthew found greed to be very unholy, thus potentially leading to a misuse of the term usury, this is due to many religious peoples seeing usury as simply an interest at all on money lending.
http://legacy.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1235cahorsins.asp
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SUMMARY:The map of Italy shows how many different states were in existence during Dante’s time. A response could include how so many boundaries could brew rivalry between countries, this would cause Dante to develop bias and anger at other people. 
DOC-REF: In the map of Renaissance Italy one sees how divided the territory is.(Doc 4)
http://www.ducksters.com/history/renaissance/italian_city-states.php
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